T raditionally, many health sciences and biomedical libraries' mission statements have emphasized that the libraries serve the research, education and clinical (patient care) information needs of their users. Addressing these needs is still at the core of service and collection management, but each of these areas has developed, expanded, and brought new challenges over the past few years in ways that a crystal-ball-gazer could not have anticipated. Biomedical research advances have continued at a fast pace, while health profession education and patient care have not stood in place, either. A new alphabet soup of terms and phrases is in current vogue: global health, patient safety, evidence-based health care, the Human Genome Project, embedded health sciences librarians, informationists, bioinformatics, medical informatics. This special issue of Against the Grain (ATG) contains a collection of papers that addresses recent trends in biomedical and health information production, collection, and provision. The papers may reveal threads common to developments affecting various types of libraries, or the publishing and scholarly communication sectors, but perhaps with a slightly unique or different "spin" that is specific to biomedical and health fields.
Libraries serve the information needs of health sciences and biomedical sciences populations in various settings -hospitals and academic medical centers, educational institutions, health associations, government health agencies, pharmaceutical and other health-related industries, etc. While it may not be true for many consumer-oriented book and audiovisual-based collections, for many years the rule of thumb in many health sciences collections' budgeting was that approximately 80% of a collection budget's allotment was set aside for serials. Recently, "translational medicine" has become an increasingly prevalent phrase. Since it involves research that goes "from bench to bedside," many institutions are building their biomedical basic research enterprises to span the bridge to clinical research and patient care endeavors that are already in place. The introduction to an April 2008 Journal of Medical Internet Research article, "Supporting emerging disciplines with eCommunties," 2 addresses the changing nature of science as evolving, "from a solitary pursuit into a team-based collaborative activity and, more recently, into a multidisciplinary research enterprise." Increasingly, commercial information products, portals, and "toolkits" are announced that aim to funnel or pull together information resources produced by or needed by clinicians or researchers. Jaron Porciello, Medha Devare, and Jon Corson-Rikert write about the challenges of meeting collaborating researchers' information needs and share the experience of their academic institution's library as it addressed these needs, utilizing a "build it and they will come" approach. The research discovery tool about which they write was initially designed for life sciences researchers, and the authors report on its evolution and new developments that expand the project's utility to biomedical and other researchers.
Last but not least, interest continues in the history of biomedical and health institutions, scientific advances and medical accomplishments (especially those of affiliated alumni and faculty). There is still value seen in locally produced, or locally available, or unique, or rare resources. The U.S. national Library of Medicine houses one of the world's largest history of medicine collections and its History of Medicine Website, www.nlm.nih.gov/hmd/ index.html, includes links to several regularly .htm! Using large-gauge yarn and needles, she carefully describes and demonstrates how to make a yarn over correctly (in purl and knit), how to slip-slip-knit, knit one front and back, etc. The videos run about two minutes, each covering only one procedure. Many of her videos appear on YouTube, so they are more accessible than some other knitting sites that require special downloads to play the instructional videos. The Knit Witch also features videos for crocheting techniques, many products such as attractive pottery yarn bowls and spindle bowls, hand-dyed yarns in several weights, available in beautiful colors, and even all natural lotions and creams for "yarn addicts ... to keep those hands and fingers ready for the needles and hooks!" The Knit Witch's Website features a cute logo of a knitting witch riding a wooden knitting needle in front of a full moon made out of glowing yellow yarn! This site is very useful for knitters wanting to find out quickly how to do a specific procedure when they are in the middle of a project or for those interested in enhancing their skills by learning new techniques.
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